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his is a new feature we are introducing from this issue of

the Journal. It is intended to provide a space for teachers

to share a clear, concise presentation of a wide variety of

interesting teaching ideas and resources. The kind ol'items worth

shnring with fellow teachers could include:

*  Innovative lesson plans in any subject area
*  The steps involved in carrying out any unusual project,

along with snippets from children’s work
*  Any stimulating set of problems, posers or exercises that
really make students think
* A write-up on any highly enriching educational source
material—books, video films, resource packs etc.
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clarity of presentation. They should preferably be such that they
would fit into a single page of the Journal, or at most a two-
page spread (where samples of students’ work is included).
This issue presents:
Three runaway hits 1! (for your library)

Every library has two kinds of books, Those that everyone

wants to read——and those that no one wants to read! This is

what I heard from a young girl when I asked her what kinds of

books she thought a library had. I would add that there are also
books which find only a few selective readers, sometimes even
justone. Then there are books which have a big reputation but
never quite take off. But nothing had prepared me for the
response from our students to three books in our library. These
volumes entered the library quietly, with hardly any fanfare,
and were expected to find only a few readers. A good enough
reason to have them, I felt. But what actually happened was
that they became runaway hits and continued to be strong
runners year after year with each new group of readers. So,

with no [urther ado, here they are.
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Where the Red Fern
grows
WiLson RawLs
Bantam Books, N.Y. 1961
ISBN 0-553-20474-2

The author was born and lived in the
Cherokee region in the U.S.A. He spent
his childhood 1in the hills and valleys
around his home with a dog for company.
His first stories were told to his dog and
his first writing was done with his fingers
on dusty roads and sandy stretches. With
gentle affection, Rawls takes us along on
his memory trip. One of the many students
who have read this book more than once is

Ashi:sh,_ age 14.
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Sunlight on a Broken
Column
ATTIA HOSAIN
PEnGUIN INDIA, 1963
Attia Hosain was born in 1913
4 and was educated in Lucknow

4 at Christian institutions as well

"as at home in the traditional
Muslim practices. She was the first woma

from her highly traditional family to
graduate. She went on to become a
journalist and broadcaster and then began
to write short stories. When we acquired
this book, I never imagined it would have
such an impact on our young readers.
Here, Lakshmi, age 16, shares her very

personal response to the book.
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The Education of Little
Tree

) FORREST CARTER

UniversiTy oF New Mexico Press, 1986
ISBN 0-8263-0879-1

Just as some books go into a
second print, (which this one has) in
our library this book has already run
into the second book borrowing card!
This is the author's own story of his
childhood spent with his American
Indian grandparents. Vinod, age 15,

shares his strong bond with the book.
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